News from Northern Light Charters JULY pduil:}

This newsletter has been designed to enable you to get an idea of what kind of
experience you will have should you join us on one of our cruises.

Mon 1 Sep | Scarp and Skiport Hjalmar Bjorge departed Taransay at 0800 this
morning giving guests three hours ashore on Scarp where a golden eagle was seen
overhead. Guests were met by David and Lesley, the island's summer residents, who
directed them to the site of a Viking water mill on the SW of the island.

Mark also took several photos of two war graves on Scarp so we can send them to The
War Graves Photographic Project (http://www.tw .org/index.php) as requested
earlier this year. The headstones mark the resting
places of deckhand DJ MacLennan who was a Royal
Naval Reserve aboard HMS "Duchess of Montrose."
He died on 18 March 1917 aged 32, and of pioneer
D MaClennan, Royal Engineers, who died on 15
November 1918 aged 44. Right: site of the two
headstones on Scarp by Mark Henrys

A few days after we published the above photo we
were contacted by Gary Steel who has been
researching the life of his great-grandfather, William
Brown. William died when the "Duchess of Montrose"
struck a mine near Dunkirk and was, like the rest of the crew, "lost at sea". Those lost at
sea are now only remembered as inscriptions on war memorials. Gary tells us the Navy
had a very strict "no repatriation" policy and, as such, it is a mystery how William's
shipmate Donald J MacLennan ended up being buried near his family home on Scarp...

From Scarp the boat travelled to lovely Luskentyre on Harris where guests enjoyed an
evening beach visit and Graham's birthday was celebrated aboard. Above: waves crashing
over a semi-submerged rock by Mark Henrys

Zuza encountered half a dozen common dolphins in the Sound of Barra before sailing
north for Loch Skiport (South Uist). About 40 common dolphins were seen off the entrance
to the loch; they were bow-riding and being very silly.

Tue 2 Sep | Dozens o' dolphins @ Dunvegan Hjalmar Bjorge anchored off Pabbay in
the Sound of Harris. Guests went shore until lunchtime; this was the first time we have
landed our passengers on this island. They then headed south to the Monach Islands
where weather conditions were good enough to stay overnight.



Zuza sailed into Loch Eport (North Uist) for lunch with guests going for a walk up the hill
afterwards, A golden eagle was seen. In the afternoon the boat sailed over to Skye and
near Loch Dunvegan around 50 to 100 common dolphins came over to welcome Tim

home! He had never seen dolphins in this location before and they stayed with the boat for
quite some time.

Wed 3 Sep | Whale skeleton discovered Zuza guests went ashore at Dunvegan Castle
for a few hours this morning with a couple of them going on a guided tour of the castle,
garden and standing stones. They then enjoyed a gentle sail in sunshine round to Loch
Bracadale and anchored off the Talisker Distillery at Carbost. There was a superb sighting
of three sea eagles in the loch. Photos below: (left) Dunvegan Castle photographed from
Zuza by Heather McNeill (right) sea eagle in tree by Richard Thurlow
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Hjalmar Bjorge guests were raring to go at 0600 this morning in order to have a decent
time ashore on the Monach Islands. Some went onto Ceann Ear, some to Ceann Iar.

Mark made a spectacular, but not entirely unusual, discovery in the form of a whale
skeleton. It was the remains of a beaked whale so likely to have once been a Northern
Bottlenose Whale, a Sowerby's Beaked Whale or a =
Cuvier's Beaked Whale. It made perfect sense to Mark
(and an excited Hannah!) to take the skull home with
him although our guests were less than impressed to
find themselves sharing the tender with a stinky,
decomposed whale head. Once back onboard the
offending item was securely wrapped in bin liners and
the tender de-stinkified. Above: Mark with the whale
skeleton at the Monach Islands by Ron Dyson

Hjalmar Bjorge left the Monach Isles around 1000 and
headed south through the Sound of Barra encountering our friends, the dozen bottlenose
dolphins (including Cyd). They arrived at Vatersay around 1530 and the guests went
ashore for a walk until early evening.

Thu 4 Sep | Twinned at Tobermory Hjalmar Bjorge weighed anchor at 0700 and was
at Mingulay for an 0830 breakfast this morning. Guests spent the morning ashore where a
golden eagle was seen. They then motored round Berneray and Barra head where a
second golden eagle was seen above the cliffs. Four common dolphins bow-rode the boat
about 18 miles east of Mingulay and the boat arrived back in Tobermory early evening.
Photos over: (left) one of today's common dolphins (right) yesterday's bottlenose
dolphins, both by Mark Henrys.



Zuza guests saw a basking shark en route to Rum on a very sunny day today. Guests went
ashore with a packed lunch and joined the Kinloch Castle tour. They then travelled down
to Tobermory and tied up alongside Hjalmar Bjorge on the pontoons. Below: the tail,
dorsal fin and nose (just) of a basking shark by Richard Thurlow

Fri 5 Sep | Good-byes in good weather The two Marks (skipper and cook) and crew
Izzy waved off our twelve guests from Hjalmar Bjorge today after a sunny week at sea.
We have definitely had the best of the country's weather over the last three or four days,
with plenty of sun of decent temperatures.

Zuza is still out, it being the second last day of their cruise. Tim and Heather sent guests
ashore for a few hours in Tobermory this morning while they waited for the wind they
knew was coming in. It did, and thus the yacht had a good beat down the Sound of Mull
and into Loch Creran, where an extremely civilised
evening playing bridge was enjoyed.

Sat 6 Sep | Welcome back Zuza made her way up
to Corpach today in rough, choppy conditions which
slowed the boat down to 4 knots at times. Perhaps
Tim and Heather were pre-warned by this "red sky in
the morning". Guests departed with more arriving
tomorrow. Right: red dawn by Heather McNeill

In Oban Mark, Ylva and Anna welcomed Craven
Marine Salvage Club back for another week of diving,
shooting (clays), golfing, fishing, whisky sampling and
general merriment. It'll be a tough week for the crew,
this one. Poor them. Hjalmar Bjorge anchored
overnight in Loch Buie.

Sun 7 Sep | Scallops, stone circles and

seals Four of the Craven Marine Salvage Club did a
scallop dive in Loch Buie this morning before the
group and crew went ashore for a walk to the stone
circle and the mausoleum at Laggan. They met up
with some of Hannah and Mark's old neighbours from




their years of living in Lochbuie. The vessel then headed south to Colonsay where it
berthed overnight. Photo (previous page) a friendly local at Colonsay by Mark Henrys

Mon 8 Sep | Communication conundrum Hjalmar Bjorge left Colonsay after lunch and
anchored in Bunnahabhain Bay where some of the guests went on a tour of the distillery.
Mark took some of the party out in the inflatable to see the semi-submerged wreck of the
"Wyre Majestic" - now owned by John who is onboard this week - at Rubha a' Mhail.
Hjalmar Bjorge then went into Port Askaig where Mark called Hannah from a phone box as
there is no mobile phone signal in the area.

Tim called in the evening to talk to Mark which caused Hannah to scratch her head about
how to raise him (without his mobile phone as an option). She decided to call The Port
Askaig Hotel (http://www.portaskaig.co.uk) where the woman who answered the
phone very kindly offered to shut up shop briefly and head down to the boat to pass a
message on. Mark phoned home, got the message, spoke to Tim and everyone was happy.

No joy acquiring a European-standard hot water element for Zuza in Fort William this
morning. The yacht travelled from Corpach down to Ardfern today where a sea eagle was
spotted off Loch Spelve and an osprey was seen taking a fish! Guests went ashore for a
walk and made use of the showers at Ardfern Marina.

Six guests joined Zuza in Corpach this afternoon but the boat stayed put instead of
cruising down Loch Linnhe for an hour or so. A problem with the hot water boiler
unhelpfully only emerged late on Saturday so Tim is hot-footing it into Fort William first
thing tomorrow in the hope he can resolve the issue.

Wed 10 Sep | Clay pigeons and a golden eagle Hjalmar Bjorge stayed at Port Askaig
yesterday and the guests hired a minibus to go on a tour of Islay. They left this morning
and headed up the Sound of Jura to Crinan stopping en route for a clay pigeon shoot off
the bow of Hjalmar Bjorge. Mark, Ylva and Anna all had a go too. A golden eagle was seen
(below) and survived to tell the tale. Mark also saw a minke whale breach twice in the
Sound. Below: golden eagle in the Sound of Jura by Mark Henrys

Hjalmar Bjorge went into Crinan lock for the evening. Mark met a Scottish guy who came
over to the boat to ask about its provenance. Turned out he was living in Norway in the
late 60s and worked for the family of Hjalmar Bjorge hence his interest in the vessel.

Zuza was anchored in Loch Sween last night, near Achnamara. It was very windy in the
night, blowing a gale, and Tim spent much of the night on anchor watch.

Thu 11 Sep | A cruise to Croggan Mark left Crinan and travelled, via Fladda, north to
Loch Spelve. They anchored off Croggan where some walked up to the old village and



some did a dive. The boat stayed in Spelve for the night. Zuza
endured a second windy night last night, this time in Loch
Melfort. Today they travelled to Lochaline where a golden
eagle was seen. Right: Ann and Graeme aboard Zuza en route
to Loch Melfort by Heather McNeill

Fri 12 Sep | Peculiar porpoises Hjalmar Bjorge left Loch
Spelve this morning and headed for Oban, round the south of
Kerrera. The boat stopped near the entrance of Loch Feochan
for another clay pigeon shoot before continuing into port.
Guests disembarked but not before Hannah wangled a bowler
hat off Lindsay! Quite why Lindsay had a bowler hat on the
boat in the first place is another story.

Zuza tied up alongside Hjalmar Bjorge briefly while
she refuelled, then set off north, as she is due into
Corpach tomorrow to finish her penultimate trip of the
season. Right: Watching the seaplane land in front of
Kerrera, Oban Bay, from Zuza by Heather McNeill

The yacht managed quite a bit of sailing this week,
making 10.5 knots under half a genoa, in 25 to 30
knot winds most of the time. Today was the first day
this week they got the mainsail up! The boat anchored
at Ardgour having experienced an unusual phenomena
- porpoise choosing to swim around the vessel. They are usually very shy creatures and
tend to keep their distance.

Wildlife Extra, the online wildlife newsletter has an article this week about the practice of
seals being shot around the coast of Scotland, an activity which is neither illegal nor
monitored. Read their article at http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/
sealshooting834.html or visit the Advocates for Animals campalgn for protection for
seals (http: .

for-seals.html) which could be reallsed under the proposed new Marine Bill (Scotland's
first) currently out for consultation.

Sat 13 Sep | An ending and a beginning Hjalmar Bjorge guests had a good sighting
of a sea eagle being mobbed by gulls on the way up the Sound of Mull. They anchored for
the evening in Loch Drumbuie where there was a picturesque sunset and a full moon.
Anna borrowed Mark's camera and got some lovely shots as their evening travels
progressed. Below: (top) clouds reflected in the sea (over the page) the setting sun, all by
Anna White




Zuza finished a week long trip today as 12 guests were invited aboard Hjalmar Bjorge for
a short 4-night end of season cruise. This last week aboard Zuza has not been without its
challenges (lack of hot water and a generator that was playing up) and our guests were
notable for their constant good humour. Thanks to Paul, Jackie, Graeme, Ann, Pat, Liz and
of course Tim and Heather for ensuring the week went well, despite not everything going
to plan! Tim and Heather enjoyed the company of guests keen to learn to sail, tie knots
and study navigation before dinner! Below left: drinks and charts before dinner by Heather
McNeill

Sun 14 Sep | A day on Canna Hjalmar Bjorge left Loch Drumbuie early this morning
arriving at Canna so guests could have a full day ashore with packed lunches provided.
They saw both golden and sea eagles on their walk and stayed overnight on the pier.
Above right: another lovely sunset tonight at Canna by Mark Henrys

Mon 15 Sep | A wild whale chase Hjalmar Bjorge left Canna at 0700 for the Cairns of
Coll, usually a good spot for cetaceans but nothing was seen. Ditto around Lunga. Lunch
was taken in Gometra Harbour at midday and then they headed south to Loch Scridain, on
the west coast of Mull, to look for a rare Northern bottlenose whale and calf which have
been much reported in the press over the last few days. Unfortunately they seem to have
gone back out to sea so no cetaceans for our guests today!

Tue 16 Sep | Bountiful birds Hjalmar Bjorge weighed anchor in Loch Scridain at 0700
this morning and cruised round to Loch Buie for lunch via the Sound of Iona. Guests went
ashore and saw both sea and golden eagles. Back on the boat they went round the coast
into Loch Spelve where more golden and sea eagles were seen, plus a red deer stag on
the beach and three marsh harriers.

Wed 17 Sep | Eagle au revoir Last night's technicolour sky preceded a glass-like sea
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