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This newsletter has been designed to enable you to get an idea of what kind of
experience you will have should you join us on one of our cruises.

Sun 1 Jun | Smidge of snow on slopes Zuza finished a cruise in Corpach today as
Hjalmar Bjorge travelled from Tobermory north to Loch Rodel (seeing a couple of common
dolphins in the loch entrance). Zuza was a little late coming into the sea lock as there was
not enough water and they had to wait a wee while for the tide to rise.

The yacht tied up in her usual berth on the canal not
far from Ben Nevis. Despite weeks of hot sunshine,
and it being 1 June (already!), there is still a smidge
of snow on the highest slopes, right. The yacht is back
out next Saturday. Photo: Hannah Thompson

Guests had a good week aboard including experienced
sailors Coby, Alison and Sheila, all of whom have
previously owned their own yachts. Mention must also
be made of Barbara who whiled away quiet evenings
knitting. Whilst others normally chose to read Barbara
was busy creating sweaters for a School Fund charity
in Nepal that she is involved with. This week's six night cruise facilitated a small jumper
while last week's nine night cruise, for which she was also onboard, was long enough to
knit a large jumper! Barbara has now knitted 17 sweaters in all.

Mon 2 Jun | St Kilda visit Both Hjalmar Bjorge and
Elizabeth G made it out to St Kilda today with their
double load of 24 divers divided between the two
boats. Mark's group saw a minke whale on the
outward journey and two excellent dives were
undertaken. The weather was looking "moody" - see
photo - so it's likely they will only stay one night
enabling two dives to be done today and one in the
morning before departure. Photo: Mark Henrys

Wed 4 Jun | Scallops for starters Hjalmar Bjorge guests had lunch in Loch Eynort,
Skye, today and travelled to Canna in time for dinner. The guests dived for their own
starter - scallops - which Ylva prepared. Yesterday they departed from Carbost and on the
way out of Loch Harport three or four common dolphins were seen.




Thu 5 Jun | Minke off Muck Hjalmar Bjorge guests spotted a minke whale in the Sound
of Muck today. It was visible for only about five or 10 minutes but did come close to the
boat (previous page). The boat disembarks guests in Oban tomorrow and welcomes
another 12 onboard on Saturday. Photo: Mark Henrys

Sat 7 Jun | Canna declared rat-free More than two years after the last brown rat was
spotted, the island of Canna is being declared "rat free." Environment Minister Mike Russell
visits the island today to mark the end of the National Trust for Scotland's three year
project to eradicate rats which were threatening the local seabird populations. The
successful eradication programme involved experts from New Zealand, 4200 bait stations,
lots of poisoned wax and a large team of volunteers. During the project 130 Canna
fieldmice were relocated to Edinburgh for their own protection. Read more on the website
www.nts.org.uk/NewsStory/238/.

Hjalmar Bjorge picked up guests in Oban today and Zuza also started a cruise from
Corpach. The former is hoping to reach St Kilda this week although strong winds are
forecast for at least part of the week. That means Zuza should manage some good sailing
then, their target being the Inner Hebrides. They anchored in Kentallen Bay this evening
while Hjalmar Bjorge is in Tobermory.

Zuza is shown in Corpach and sailing early in the cruise above. Photos: Dorothy Salter

Sun 8 Jun | Zuza: dolphin whisperer Zuza headed
north to Loch Sunart today and en route observed a
local whale-watching day-trip boat hard up against the
rocks of Green Island in the Sound of Mull. Upon I
closer inspection half a dozen bottlenose dolphins
could be seen near the other vessel. Tim applied the
brake to slow Zuza down and instead of working
soundlessly it emitted an odd squeaking noise under
the water (not sure why, technical thing, don't ask
me!). Immediately the dolphins abandoned the other
boat and made a bee-line for Zuza by which time she
was turning away to continue up the Sound. Having
"pinched" the dolphins they stayed with Zuza bow-riding for a good 20 minutes or so.
Photos: (above) Heather McNeill (next page) Dorothy Salter




Hjalmar Bjorge departed Tobermory early this morning and arrived at Canna around 1030.
Guests had a good three hours ashore (panorama below) before they set sail for
Lochmaddy. One of our guests was pretty seasick on the way to Canna but, considering
she felt very travel-sick on the bus on the way from Perth over to Oban, perhaps this
wasn't surprising! Photo: Dave Pattison

Tim chose a quiet anchorage in Loch Drumbuie (Loch Sunart) for overnight. In the middle
of the night, however, the wind unexpectedly changed direction and Tim got up to check
Zuza was holding fast, which she was. A nearby yacht did not have such a good holding
though and, around 0400, Tim had no choice but to wake everybody up by bellowing
across to the oblivious boat owner that his vessel was dragging its anchor and was on the
move.

Mon 9 Jun | Grim weather throughout Today was a pretty rotten day weather-wise
and Zuza guests opted to spend the day around Tobermory as nobody onboard had visited
there before. A second night was spent in Loch Sunart this evening, this time near the isle
of Carna.

The windy weather was Hebrides-wide today as
Hjalmar Bjorge departed from Lochmaddy this
morning in an attempt to cross to St Kilda but turned
back in rough conditions. The forecast was SW 6 - 7
which can be very unpleasant in Village Bay. Nice
sunset in Lochmaddy that evening though! Photo:
Dave Pattison

Tue 10 Jun | A pass on puffins Today Zuza
travelled round the north of Mull headed for Lunga
and the puffins. Unfortunately there was just too much swell to land on Lunga and the
boat went into Gometra harbour instead, next page. Photo: Dorothy Salter




Hjalmar Bjorge crossed the Sound of Harris and anchored at Taransay today (below),
ready for another St Kilda attempt in the morning. South of Whale Rock four white-beak
dolphins were seen. Photo: Dave Pattison

Wed 11 Jun | Where's the water? In the Outer Hebrides Mark spoke to other charter
boat owners and they all decided to give St Kilda a miss. Here at Northern Light Charters,
however, we like to go the extra mile for our guests and Mark departed the Sound of
Harris around 0600 this morning determined to get out there. It was a pretty lumpy ride
out but the vessel arrived in Village Bay at 1200 which gave everyone a good long
afternoon ashore. Hebridean Princess had been in the Bay but left at lunchtime and
thereafter Hjalmar Bjorge had the place to herself - nobody else making the attempt.

There's a bit of a water crisis out at the archipelago. We've had such a lengthy period of
dry weather that St Kilda is starting to run out of fresh, clean drinking water and the base
is down to 25 tons. Half of the base have been evacuated off the island and the National
Trust for Scotland have cancelled the next work party. Photos (below): John Barber (next
page): Dave Pattison




Zuza guests were landed on Iona this morning (photo shows Zuza and another yacht
anchored off Iona) whilst Tim and Heather stayed
onboard to do a few tasks. Shortly after returning to
the yacht Heather looked up to see three dolphins
shimmying past the boat. Too bad the guests missed
them! Back onboard they went south through
Corryvreckan whirlpool and anchored off Craignish
overnight. Photo: Lillian Dilworth

Thu 12 Jun | St Kilda stopover Having arrived at
St Kilda yesterday lunchtime Hjalmar Bjorge anchored
in Village Bay overnight. Mark left early this morning,
again departing around 0600, as the vessel is due
back in Oban tomorrow. A long day's steaming saw them anchor in Ardtornish Bay for the
night.

Zuza guests enjoyed some good sailing through Cuan Sound today and up into Loch
Spelve for lunch. Fast sailing inevitably creates wash around the boat and Heather
snapped some arty shots through Zuza's portholes whilst underway today. Photos:
Heather McNeill







