News from Northern Light Charters JUNE pdJvy

This newsletter has been designed to enable you to get an idea of what kind of
experience you will have should you join us on one of our cruises.

Fri 1 Jun | Email errors Northern Light Charters have the dubious pleasure of being
tiscali customers and, as such, in common with many others, we are experiencing terrible
email problems at the moment. In theory we receive all emails sent to us (as they are not
routed through a tiscali server) but outgoing emails have been going out, um, nowhere it
seems, for up to 10 days or thereabouts. So, PLEASE, if you sent us an email in the last
couple of weeks and don't appear to have had a response, then email us again or call us
on 01631 740595. It's likely we replied being, as were were until recently, blissfully
unaware that you would not get the message. That's technology for you...

On a happier note half a dozen bottle-nosed dolphins were spotted from Hjalmar Bjorge
this morning in the Sound of Mull. They were seen adjacent to the dive site but did not
approach the boat. The vessel continued south to Oban where Mark, Ylva and Lindsay
waved good-bye to the 12 divers who had been onboard for the week's charter.

Sun 3 Jun | Birthday boy If it's Chalice and it's the 3rd of June it must be skippy’s
birthday! Obviously such a notable day in the calendar should be marked by glorious
sunshine but, hey this is Scotland, and instead it was dreadfully dreich. Considering it
mean to insist his guests (picked up in Oban yesterday) walk anywhere Chris instead
carefully manoeuvred Chalice around Ardnamurchan through fog and rain and into Loch
Nevis. The boat was tied to the new pier where the guests then braved the rain and did
battle with the midges. Never was a visit to the most remote pub in the UK so well
deserved. Back on board for dinner where much silliness ensued with birthday banners,
balloons, party hats and an awesome cake thanks to Jane the cook.

Hjalmar Bjorge also embarked guests yesterday in Oban. Today's grim weather has had its
compensations for Marks' guests though...three separate cetacean sightings, two by
Canna. Firstly a pod of a dozen common dolphins and then a minke whale. Next, off Loch
Bracadale, Skye, a second pod of around a dozen common dolphins. This time they joined
the boat and bow-rode for about 45 minutes as Hjalmar Bjorge cruised toward the Sound
of Harris.

Mon 4 Jun | Hello again Hirta Hjalmar Bjorge has made it to St Kilda again following a
month of pretty dreadful weather conditions. Mark anchored at Taransay last night and an
early departure at 0530 got the vessel over to the archipelago arriving about 1100. The
journey was a bit lumpy with no sightings worthy of mention but all aboard were delighted
to spend the rest of the day ashore on Hirta returning
for Ylva's evening meal and Lindsay's fiddle playing.

Chalice skipper Chris appeared to have a post
birthday headache this morning or maybe he was
simply wearing his shades because the sun returned
with lots of blue sky! He took the boat off to Loch
Scavaig for stunning scenery and thankfully no
midges. If you look really hard you will see a wee
speck in the water, furthest right, which is Chalice!




Guests enjoyed a walk to Loch Coruisk then a cruise to Canna. Photo: Chris Jackson

A somewhat cursory and only slightly apologetic email
from tiscali this morning suggests their server
problems have been addressed and our email should
be better behaved from now on.

Tue 5 Jun | Whole day on Hirta This is how it
should be when the weather is well behaved.

A glorious day, albeit it a wee bit windy, out at

St Kilda enabled Hjalmar Bjorge guests to spend the
whole day on Hirta with a packed lunch provided.
There's a snowy owl in residence (above) and here
are a couple of other photos of this trip from our guests. Photos: (above) Graham Savage
(below left) Carole Gardner (below right) Nigel Lynch

Chalice’s photography guests invaded Canna at the ridiculously early time of 0530 for
sunrise photos and then the boat headed off to the Cairns of Coll. The day turned into a
whale watchers paradise with two minke whales, two basking sharks, some bow-riding
bottlenose dolphins and some other dolphins whose identity remains unconfirmed but
suspected to be Risso’s. Cruising round the west side of Coll the boat came upon four
more basking sharks and yet another two in Crossapol Bay. A further minke whale was
also seen off Loch Breachacha where Chalice spent the night. Photos: Chris Jackson

Rob called from Norway today to let us know he was alive and well and that all was fine
with his first dive charter. This began last Saturday when his guests arrived from the UK to
meet the boat in Bergen.

Wed 6 Jun | Birds, birds, birds Chalice left Coll early for Lunga departing at 0600 to
beat the boatloads of day trippers. No surprise to see puffins galore plus razorbills, shags



with chicks and guillemots with amazing coloured eggs. Next to Staffa for photos of
Fingal’s Cave then into Cragaig Bay, on the south of Ulva, for the evening's anchorage.

A photo, right, from Ted, one of the divers on Rob's
first week based in Norway. It shows Elizabeth G
berthed at Eide, a very quiet location where the boat
spent this evening and overnight. Ted says the area
was great for chilling out, lovely countryside and lots
of good walking - about 9 km in his case! Photo: Ted
Forrest

Thu 7 Jun | Dolphins galore Dolphins, dolphins
and more dolphins...Hjalmar Bjorge guests must be
bored rigid with them today! After half a day and a lovely tranquil evening at the Monach
Islands (below, when Scotland looks like this why would you want to holiday anywhere
else?!) the vessel headed back in through the Sound of Barra. Photos: Carole Gardner

Hjalmar Bjorge once again met up with our regular friends, the bottle-nosed dolphins,
whose group includes Cyd, last year's baby. There were about a dozen of them in total this
time, so a few more than previously, and they bow-rode the boat for a while. Cyd is shown
bottom right in the photos below. Note the tatty nose, just like the original Cyd! Photos:
Nigel Lynch




Travelling towards Coll, approaching from the north east the vessel came across about 100
common dolphins and then, as they were entering the Sound of Mull, another bottle-nosed
dolphin was spotted. Thankfully, to break the monotony of all those dolphins, a minke
whale was seen also near Coll...

For Chalice guests it was a birdy day again kicking off with a huge raft of shearwaters near
Iona. The boat then cruised along the Ross of Mull, into Loch Buie and then Loch Spelve
for the night. A sea eagle was seen en route plus a pair of golden eagles.

All aboard Hjalmar Bjorge celebrated guest Nigel's
birthday today. Cook Ylva excelled herself with a
birthday cake in the shape and design of an ipod,
pictured right, which went down well (in both senses)
with music lover Nigel and everyone else. Photo: Nigel
Lynch

Fri 8 Jun | Photo finish Hjalmar Bjorge and Chalice
both finished trips in Oban today with Chris saying
good-bye to his photography guests and expert-in-
residence Chris Gomersall. HBj crew are having a well
deserved week off. Chalice is back out on Monday with
Big John at the helm so Chris also gets a week off but not his crew! Helen will be back
onboard and we welcome back, for a couple of trips, Tony the cook who worked with us a
few years ago.

Another onboard birthday today, this time for Tracy who is cooking up a storm aboard
Elizabeth G in Norway. Let's hope she didn't have to make her own cake!

Sat 9 Jun | Boys and their toys Ever wondered what charter boat skippers get up to on
their days off? When they're not cruising the high seas at a gentle pace, in the midst of
beautiful natural landscapes, peace and quiet, seeking -
softly swooping eagles or delicately diving dolphins?
Well, in the case of Mark (Hjalmar Bjorge) and Chris
(Chalice) they are likely to be seen burning rubber on
the straights of Glencoe or the like, not ever
exceeding 60 mph of course, because that's not big
and it's not clever. Kids, huh?! Photo: Hannah
Thompson

Although the above photo might make the words "mid |-
life crisis" spring to mind (or was that just me?) proof -
exists of a long lasting relationship with machinery,
below. Just arrived from Mark's old friend Nick, now living in Australia, a photo of your
skipper circa 1989. Yes, Mark is the one in black, it being the colour to show the least
damage from altercations with tarmac at speed... Photo: Nick Giles




Rob finished his first dive charter in Norway today with a same day changeover in Bergen.
Rob, Tracy and Nicola said good-bye to Ted and his buddies plus Donald, Jamie, Max and
Nick who have all dived with us several times before. Who better to compare Rob's first
week in Norway to our "usual" product off the west coast of Scotland? Jamie emailed to

adding the "diving was really, really good, boat was brilliant (as usual)". The scenery was
also stunning of course and Jamie sent these two photos, below, taken at midnight and
one in the morning. Photos: Jamie Massie

Sun 10 Jun | Something fishy Max, who finished a charter on Elizabeth G yesterday in
Bergen, confirms Jamie's report that all aboard had a good time. She wrote, "The trip was
fantastic! We would have liked to have stayed for another week. Rob was great, and so
were Nicola and Tracy." Max tells us that Nicola and Rob have both taken up fishing and,
being competitive types, have been having little contests to see who catches the most
fish. Apparently Rob usually wins which must mean Nicola is really rubbish at fishing
because she started practising last year!

Tue 12 Jun | Meeting a minke Chalice was in Tobermory last night and cruised to
Inverie in Loch Nevis today. Hundreds of shearwaters were seen and a minke whale came
within 15 feet of the boat in the Sound of Sleat. Once on the pier guests departed for a
walk with guide Erica, had dinner aboard, and then disappeared into the pub - The Old
Forge - until midnight.

The plan for tomorrow, after a not too early start presumably, is to take a leisurely cruise
up Loch Hourn before going under the Skye bridge and heading north to Rona.

Thu 14 Jun | Sunny in Sandaig Chalice guests went
ashore at Sandaig on the Knoydart peninsula in lovely
sunshine today. Travelling south from last night's
anchorage in Loch Sligachan otters and seals were
seen at Kylerhea. Loch Sligachan, on the east side of
Skye, is pictured here by skipper Big John. He had
intended anchoring at Rona last night but there was
too much wind, causing an unpleasant northerly swell,
so he turned Chalice round and sailed back down the
west side of Raasay into the shelter of the loch near
Sconser, the village seen in the photo. Photo: John Maughan

Sat 16 Jun | Delightful dolphins Big John reported that the sea was rougher than
anticipated yesterday and so all aboard Chalice agreed not to travel to Mingulay as they
didn't want to be thrown about too much. Instead they went ashore at Loch Scavaig, at
the foot of the Cuillins, with a packed lunch for a good walk. Chalice then cruised through



the Sound of Soay, heading south west to Canna, where a
dozen common dolphins joined the boat for about 20
minutes. The dolphins were having a great time with lots

of bow riding, then pulling away and coming back in toward
the boat with boisterous leaps out of the water. Photo: John
Maughan

At Canna Chalice crawled slowly along the north cliffs of the
island where guests saw a golden eagle and a peregrine.
There was also a nice stack with lots of puffins on top so
John got the boat in close for a better look. This morning
everyone had a couple of hours walking on Canna and after
lunch Chalice was due to travel to Gunna Sound to look
specifically for basking sharks.

Mark embarked a full complement of 12 guests in Oban today, seven of whom have
travelled with us previously. Welcome back Ann, Ann, Norman, Peter, Ronnie, Valerie and
Veronica!

Sun 17 Jun | Whale tales For Hjalmar Bjorge guests today there were several whale -
and dolphin - tales to tell. Mark pulled away from Tobermory at 0500 this morning arriving
at Canna for breakfast at 0800. On the approach to Canna common dolphin were seen in
the distance then, nearer the boat, a minke whale and a huge basking shark. Guests
enjoyed a morning walking on Canna where golden and sea eagles were both seen then
the vessel left at 1300 to head north. Travelling toward Neist Point, on Skye, two dozen
common dolphin approached the boat and bow-rode for about 30 minutes then, by Neist
Point, two more minke whales were seen. Hjalmar Bjorge arrived at Taransay around
1930...just in time for dinner!

News today from Norway where Rob is running dive charters on the Elizabeth G. Tonight
he was invited to dinner by a local fisherman, along with Bob Jones, who is also running
dive charters in the area. Whilst there, on a group of islands called Fedje, Rob met a guy
who had worked as mechanic on the Elizabeth G for seven years in her previous role as
Rescue Vessel "Bergen Kreds." Bergen Kreds was based on Fedje for 10 years so the boat
is very well known locally. The main island of Fedje is about the size of Kerrera although
the name is given to around 125 islands and rocks that form the group, four hours steam
north of Bergen.

Mon 18 Jun | 2008: It's a date At last cruises for 2008 have been finalised. Now that
the dates are set in stone I will be posting and emailing them to recent customers and
enquirers...this is a fairly time-consuming process as I get in touch with many 100s of
people so please be patient. Alternatively if you have any questions do please get in touch.

Wed 20 Jun | Old friends again Hjalmar Bjorge left the Monach Islands at 0600 this
morning and travelled through the Sound of Barra. Mark had told our guests about the
resident pod of bottle-nosed dolphins that we see frequently (with the calf that we named
Cyd last year) and sure enough, before long two dolphins appeared near the boat. They
were quickly joined by the rest of the group and stayed with the boat for about half an
hour, bow-riding and amusing everyone with their antics. The vessel got to Eriskay just
before lunch and a walk was taken in the afternoon. It was wet and windy to start with but
turned into a lovely evening.

Yesterday en route to the Monach Islands all aboard saw a basking shark. The day had
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