News from Northern Light Charters JULY pdul})

This newsletter has been designed to enable you to get an idea of what kind of
experience you will have should you join us on one of our cruises.

Wed 1 Jul | Bounteous birds On a calm cloudy morning Zuza motored to the Shiant
Islands where it started to drizzle. Large numbers of birds could be seen from the boat but
our guests declined a shore trip in the bad weather. Son instead they sailed and motored
to Scalpay off Harris. A minke whale was seen en route and guests did go ashore for a
couple of hours on Scalpay.

News from wildlifeextra that Norway has suspended whaling though the reasons for this
are unclear. Either there is no further demand for the product, buyers are having trouble
raising funds or there's a problem with storage facilities. Whatever the reason, the good
news is that less than 40% of their quota have been killed.

Thu 2 Jul | No dolphins! No eagles! Zuza motored past Waternish Point on another
calm day today. A minke whale was seen on the way there. They cruised past Dunvegan
and Neist Point with all onboard willing the big school of dolphins, seen regularly in the
recent past, to appear. Sadly they didn't. The sea eagles of Loch Harport weren't seen on
the way in either. Apart from the spectacular sea cliffs seen today the most noteworthy
sighting was a giant cruise ship. Tim and Heather think it may have been "The World".

Fri 3 Jul | Lightening! The sea eagles did indeed oblige Zuza guests on the way out of
Loch Harport this morning, with good views of both birds. The yacht motored and sailed to
Canna where guests went ashore for about four hours. Unfortunately this coincided with
the first proper rain for weeks and just for good measure some lightening appeared too!

The forecast was giving easterly winds for the night so Zuza motored over to Kilmory Bay
on the north end of Rum where it turned into a nice evening. Black throated divers were
spotted and some of Rum's famous deer were seen on the shore.

Sat 4 Jul | Super sail to the Sound Zuza sailed all day today, some 60 odd miles, a
dead beat in a nice breeze with sun. The yacht reached the Green Isle on the Sound of
Mull before turning and motoring into Loch Aline. They passed some local charter boats
including Elizabeth G whose guest of honour was former owner Robert Spanswick's wife,
Elizabeth, whom the vessel is named for.

Sun 5 Jul | Sea eagle sighted Zuza motored into Oban Bay at the end of the 10 day
cruise where guests caught the water taxi over from Kerrera at midday. A sea eagle was
seen as the yacht left Loch Aline this morning. Photo over: Guests and crew on the
pontoon at Kerrera at the end of a happy cruise. Photo from Rob Lang

Guest Liz sent us an email following this, her second holiday on Zuza. "This year it (was)
an even better experience the likes of which we would find difficult to beat. I'd never been
on a sailing boat before but at (age) 63 and after two goes on Zuza I'm booked on an RYA
course in Turkey later this year." How brilliant is that?!

Tue 7 Jul | All new aboard Hjalmar Bjorge travelled from Corpach to Oban where 11
guests boarded today. Rhona - Lindsay's mum - joins us for galley-slaving and deckhand
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tasks again. Great to see her back. This is a trip notable for all guests being new to us.
Very unusual to have a cruise with no repeat customers onboard. Let's hope that they will
themselves be repeat guests next year! Below (left) this little swallow has made a home
for itself on the boat next door at Corpach. Photo by Mark Henrys

Shortly after departing Mark discovered two of his guests were retired captains of huge
vessels! As there are two tables in the saloon of Hjalmar Bjorge, now everyone can sit at
the Captain's Table for dinner!!! Above (right) the two Captains - David and Mitch -
relaxing on the bow of Hjalmar Bjorge. I say "relaxing", perhaps they are both biting their
lips, trying not to comment on Mark's abilities! Photo by Mark Henrys

Wed 8 Jul | Happy Birthday Heather A big
birthday for Zuza's mate/cook Heather today who
marked her half century by going up and down Ben
Nevis with her twin sister, son and his girlfriend in
an impressive five hours. Here she is, with snow still
on the top! They finished the day at The Lime Tree
in Fort William with other family members. Right:
Heather atop Ben Nevis on her big birthday. Photo
from Heather McNeill

Hjalmar spent a lumpy night on anchor in Tobermory
last night. Today they travelled to Canna where
guests had the afternoon ashore. A pair of golden eagles and sea eagles were both seen
and corncrakes were heard near the Celtic cross.

Thu 9 Jul | St Kilda in sight Hjalmar Bjorge left Canna at 0545 today. A basking shark
was spotted about eight miles north of the island. They arrived at Taransay at 1230.



Everyone had a good afternoon ashore and Mark decided to run round the whole island
taking in all the summits. As you do. It was a lovely clear day and from the summit of Ben
Raah, the highest point of the island (267m), he could see St Kilda and the Flannan
Islands in the distance.

Another full complement of eight guests onboard Zuza today including some of Heather's
friends, David and Diane from France. The group took the decision right away not to try
for St Kilda due to the easterly force 6 to 8 forecast and left for Loch Aline where two sea
eagles were seen off Ardtornish castle.

Fancy yourself as a wildlife photographer? WildScotland has a regular photography
competition with the next closing date of Spring 2010 so plenty of time to get snapping.
See previous winning photos http://www.wild-scotland.co.uk/photowinners.aspx.

Fri 10 Jul | Boreray bow-riding Risso's Hjalmar Bjorge departed Taransay at 0455
this morning and headed out to St Kilda. She was, understandably, the only liveaboard out
there as Mark reckoned there was only about a 24 hour window before the forecast strong
easterlies moved in.

First off a tour round Boreray and the stacs. Six to
eight Risso's dolphins bow-rode the boat in quite a big
swell four miles off Boreray for about 10 minutes.
Mark then anchored in Village Bay and guests went
ashore around 1130, with packed lunches, and spent
six hours on Hirta. Right: Mark the cook on the beach
on Hirta, St Kilda, by Rhona Wilson

Matthew, who is a climber, stealthily followed a snowy
owl up Ruaival and collected some pellets with which
to fascinate the other guests - and crew - once back onboard. Everyone was very pleased
Mark had got them out to the archipelago whilst appreciating it was only going to be a
quick visit. Below (left) gannet diving at Stac Lee (right) Matthew disappearing up Ruaival
on Hirta. Both by Mark Henrys

The stranded Fleetwood long-liner "Spinningdale" which went aground on Hirta last
February is now being cut up.

The pieces are being hand-balled over the rocks and will be stacked on pallets to be
removed by service vessel the Electron. It should take about three weeks to complete the
job. This grounding incident was notable for the 14-strong crew being rescued by the
MCA's first female helicopter pilot. Photo over: the Spinningdale being cut into pieces,

by Mark Henrys



Zuza motored to Lunga today in flat calm, sunny
conditions. Everyone went ashore for a few hours of
sun, puffins and sand eels (well, so far as we know it
was just the puffins that ate sand eels since Heather
provided sandwiches for the guests!).

In the afternoon Zuza sailed to Loch Breachacha on
Coll where guests went ashore and heard at least half
a dozen corncrakes. Below (left) David and Diane on
Lunga (right) puffin with sand eels on Lunga. Both photos by Heather McNeill

Sat 11 Jul | Another early start The forecast winds blew up from the east right on time
so Hjalmar Bjorge weighed anchor and pulled out of Village Bay at 0600 heading for the
Sound of Harris after a tour round Hirta and Soay Sound. Always a little galling to be doing
so under beautiful blue skies but St Kilda isn't a place to be in strong winds from any
direction.

The vessel anchored off Isay, in Loch Dunvegan on
the north end of Skye, at 1500 and the guests went
ashore for a couple of hours. Then into Loch Bay for
the evening's anchorage where they avoided the
worst of the strong easterly wind. After watching the
sunset Mark the cook, Rhona, both retired skippers
and one of the three Davids went ashore to The Stein
Inn. They returned soaking wet thanks to a gale force
wind but were merry enough not to care! Photo:
Sunset in Loch Bay by Mark Henrys

All aboard Zuza saw a big basking shark close to the yacht in Gunna Sound today (perhaps
the same one spotted in the same place on the last trip?) with a minke appearing soon
afterwards. There was great excitement and anticipation on deck when some enormous
splashes were seen about a mile away. Tim and Heather had heard three orca were seen
last week off North Uist...could it be them? The yacht headed for Loch Skiport, South Uist,
sailing most of the way in sunshine, to hole up for the night as the gale force winds
approached.

Sun 12 Jul | Rona and Rhona Hjalmar Bjorge cruised round the north end of Skye
where guests spent the afternoon on the island of Rona. Onboard Rhona has been
entertaining everyone with her flute - musical talent obviously runs in the family as
daughter Lindsay's fiddle-playing was much appreciated by our guests during the two



years she worked for us. After leaving Rona Hjalmar Bjorge
cruised to their overnight anchorage at Loch na Beiste close to
Loch Alsh. Right: Rhona playing her flute on the bow of Hjalmar
Bjorge by Mark Henrys

Everyone aboard Zuza woke to rain and wind in Loch Skiport this
morning. They decided to wait a while for it to clear and proposed
a late breakfast, the guests insisting Heather had a lie-in, which
she did! They then sailed and later motored north to Lochmaddy
as the wind died down. It turned into a sunny evening and the
guests went ashore.

Mon 13 Jul | Awesome orcas!!! A roasting hot and sunny day
for Zuza. The day started well with porpoises off Waternish Point
followed by a good sighting of a minke whale so everyone was pretty happy with that.
Then soon after, a very big fin was spotted under the cliffs and, wow, the three rumoured
orca appear!!! They comprise a large male, a cow and either another small cow or possibly
a calf from last year. They were then joined by another two!!! This time a big one with a
floppy dorsal fin and a smaller one. The five killer whales flanked the boat at 50 to 100m
for an hour and a half, an amazing experience. They didn't directly interact with the yacht
but did dive underneath although they went too deep to be seen from the surface. Below:
orcas from Zuza off Dunvegan, Skye by Heather McNeill

After all the excitement Tim spotted a fishing boat he knew - "Seilgair" owned and run by

Willie Murdo of Dunvegan - and after a quick chat on the VHF the boat was alongside Zuza
trading a big bucket of fresh prawns for a few beers. Heather quickly got water on the boil
and an impromptu lunch of prawns, fresh baked bread, salads and chilled white wine was

taken on the coach roof in lovely sunshine. I say, how civilised! (Jealous? Only a tiny bit!)

Below: lovely lunch with perfect prawns in super sunshine. All photos by Heather McNeill
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