News from Northern Light Charters JANUARY — MARCH p4duil:]

This newsletter has been designed to enable you to get an idea of what kind of
experience you will have should you join us on one of our cruises.

Tue 1 Jan | Happy New Year Wishing all our previous and prospective guests a Happy
and Healthy New Year. If you haven't yet experienced one of our cruises check them out
and see what we have on offer. Cruises aboard Hjalmar Bjorge are already very well
booked but we have available spaces on new vessel Zuza.

Fri 4 Jan | New spaces on May HBj cruise Due to an unexpected cancellation we have
one twin berth cabin available on our "Not St Kilda" cruise which will, weather permitting,
visit the Shiants, Monach Islands, Mingulay, Mull etc. :

This is a great opportunity as the cruise was full by
21 August last year!

Mark went up to Corpach today to check on Hjalmar
Bjorge in her berth at the end of the Caledonian
Canal. Some snow last night made for a pretty picture
with a white capped Ben Nevis in the background,
right. Photo: Mark Henrys

Sun 6 Jan | Hurray for email How did businesses
survive before email and the internet?! Messages were sent out to our e-mailing list on
Friday and yesterday about the new May vacancy and this morning a provisional booking
was received! Being on the emailing list gives guests and enquirers a definite advantage
over those who are not as this will always be our preferred method of contact - it's time-
saving, "green" and cheap! So, if you're reading this and are not on the list, please get in
touch - we don't send many mails and never share your details.

Tue 15 Jan | Romance blossoms aboard We received a booking today from a couple

who met for the first time on a cruise aboard Elizabeth G last September. Names won't be
published (to spare any blushes) but it was his second cruise and her first. Don't you just
love a happy ending...especially when it is a new beginning?!

Tue 29 Jan | Live local loggerhead Lindsay's dad, who
works on the pier for Cal Mac in Craignure, on Mull, saw a
real, live loggerhead turtle yesterday. It had been found in
Loch na Keal, on the west coast of Mull, and was on its way
over on the ferry to Oban before going to the Sea Life Centre
in Barcaldine where it was due some TLC before release.
Loggerheads are commonly found in the Mediterranean and
the USA.

Fri 1 Feb | Stricken vessel at St Kilda British registered
trawler "Spinningdale" contacted the Coastguard at 0520 this
morning to say it was being driven ashore at Hirta in Force 9
winds. In a rescue that involved the Marine & Coastguard
Agency's first female pilot 14 Spanish crew members were
safely winched off the boat. NTS staff have said that rats




onboard the vessel (previous page, beached on Hirta) present a threat to the archipelago's
bird life but, currently, there is no evidence that this is the case. A small amount of fuel is
leaking from the vessel and this is being monitored. More news can be found at http://
www.news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands and islands/7221597.stm.
Photo: BBC news website

Sun 3 Feb | The opposite same holidays Mark and Hannah have just returned from a
trip round the other side of the world where we spent time comparing notes with our
friends Ruth and Lance who own Fiordland Ecology Holidays (or FEH — see them at
http://www.fiordland.gen.nz/). Based in South Island, New Zealand, FEH offer
environmentally friendly holidays aboard their 12 passenger motor yacht "Breaksea Girl" in
the World Heritage Fiordland National Park. Our cruises have much in common and indeed
we have shared many guests - Mark spent his time onboard in January with a group of
divers from High Wycombe!

New Zealand, and especially Fiordland, is very like
Scotland, albeit on a larger scale. We had a great time =
learning how cruises, much like our own, are designed

and delivered in a relatively similar environment,

some 12,000 miles away. The weather was much
better than Scotland (an amazingly hot and dry
summer spell; unusually good we were told - lucky

us) but similar nightmares exist for charter boat
skippers wherever they are based. With only a couple
of days off between charters Lance phoned a company
in Auckland (North Island) and very carefully described
an urgently required replacement part quoting the
catalogue number for the piece. They got it sent down to
Manapouri very quickly...and it was the wrong bit.

Argh! Photo: Paul Kay
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Mark spent 10 days on "Breaksea Girl" travelling from
Bluff (the very bottom of South Island) to Deep Cove in
Doubtful Sound. He saw only three people, other than his
fellow sailors, in this time and visited many of the coves
and inlets on the journey round the SW corner of
Fiordland. As well as spectacular scenery Mark saw lots
of albatrosses, mollymawks, shearwaters and his first
giant petrel. Two pods of bottlenose dolphins were also
seen. Hannah joined the boat for the last few days when
fur seals and a large group of bottlenose dolphins, resident in Doubtful Sound, were seen.

The "Remarkables" range, Queenstown Breaksea Girl leaving Bluff



A few of my snaps are shown below (and bottom two, previous page) but Vicki and her
buddies took much better photos...

Chris (cook), Hannah, Mark and Lance Camelot river, Fiordland

Fur seals in Doubtful Sound Breaksea Girl in Doubtful Sound

Dusk in Snug Cove, Doubtful Sound Deep Cove from Wilmot Pass



Crossing Lake Manapouri Looking across Lake Manapouri

Lake Te Anau Tuatara model, Invercargill

...such as a lovely photo of wife Lucy under the Fiordland water by
Paul Kay (right) and (below) Paul "shot" one of the resident bottle-
nose dolphins that we saw in Doubtful Sound.

For more stunning underwater images visit Paul's website at
www.marinewildlife.co.uk. Photos: Paul Kay

After New Zealand we had a couple of days in NSW, Australia, visiting Hannah's father and
his wife. It was very relaxing...it had to be, it was too hot and humid to do much at all...
Photos: Colin Thompson and Anne Graham

Anne, Hannah and Mark, Bellinger river Hannah & Mark, Hungry Head, Urunga


















